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ANNUAL  REPORT 


Description  of  District. — The  town  has  an  acreage  of  738. 

It  is  hounded  on  the  north  by  the  Cannock  Rural  District,  on 
the  west  by  the  Wolverhampton  County  Borough  ; on  the  south  by 
the  Wolverhampton  County  Borough  and  Willenhall  Urban  District, 
with  a broad  tongue  of  Bilston  Urban  District  approaching  within 
a few  yards  of  the  boundary  ; and  on  the  east  by  Wednesfield  Urban 
District.  The  population  is  largely  an  artisan  one,  and  is  grouped 
together  in  three  centres  t Park  Village  with  911  houses  in  the  north, 
Heath  Town  proper  with  1272  houses  in  the  centre,  north-east,  and 
east ; and  Moseley  village  with  403  houses  in  the  south-east.  The 
two  former  centres,  though  distinct,  are  co-terminus  in  places  ; but 
Moseley  Village  is  situated  about  one  mile  off,  the  intervening 
country  being  sparsely  populated. 

Geologically,  the  district  is  divided  bv  the  great  western  bound- 
ary fault  of  the  South  Staffordshire  Coalfield.  This  fault  extends 
as  an  almost  straight  line  from  S.W.  to  N.E.  It  may  be  reproduced 
on  the  map  by  drawing  a line  from  where  the  Midland  Railway 
crosses  over  the  Grand  Junction  Line  to  where  the  canal  runs  along- 
side the  Wednesfield  Road,  continuing  it  along  the  straight  part  of 
the  road,  and  producing  it  in  both  directions  to  the  boundaries. 
North-west  of  this  line  are  the  Permiam  beds,  which  here  consist  of 
irregular  bands  of  red,  white  and  yellow  sandstone  of  varing  hard- 
ness, and  intermixed  with  red  marl  and  clay.  The  rocks  are 
generally  covered  with  Boulder  clay,  in  which  granite  boulders 
freely  occur.  South-east  of  the  fault  are  the  coal  measures,  while 
just  to  the  south  of  the  loop  line  bridge  over  Dean’s  Road  is  a small 
dyke  of  greenstone.  In  the  sandstone  and  marl  formation  there  are 
many  clay-pits  and  brickworks.  In  the  coal  measures  the  pits  are 
all  worked  out  or  abandoned,  except  for  spamodic  efforts  by  “gins” 
and  similar  devices  to  remove  portions  that  have  been  left. 

In  the  neighbourhood  of  the  fault  there  is  a watershed  separ- 
ating the  basin  of  the  Severn  on  the  north-west  from  that  of  the  Trent 
on  the  south-east.  The  natural  drainage  of  the  former  is  into  the 
Smestow  Brook,  an  affluent  of  the  Stour  ; while  the  natural  drainage 
of  latter  (which  escapes  percolating  into  the  mines)  finds  its  way 
into  the  Tame. 

The  chief  industries  are  those  of  pump  manufacture,  trunk 
making,  lock  making,  ironworks,  hurdle  manufacture,  and  that  of 
insulated  dynamo  stampings,  and  other  stampings. 
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Population. — Tile  method  of  estimation  adopted,  as  in  form- 
er years  was  that  of  assuming  an  increase  at  a uniform  rate  of 
geometrical  progression  between  the  census  of  1901  and  that  of  191 1, 
equivalent  to  that  which  obtained  between  1891  and  1901. 

Vital  Statistics. — The  Wolverhampton  Union  Workhouse 
migrated  into  your  district  in  August  of  1903.  The  male  Pavilions, 
the  whole  of  the  Infirmary,  the  Insane  block,  the  male  skin  ward 
and  half  the  female  skin  block  are  in  your  district,  the  rest  being  in 
Wednesfield. 

The  same  method  of  alloting  the  Workhouse  population  as 
described  last  year  will  be  followed.  The  population  of  Heath  Town 
being  6 per  eat  of  that  of  the  whole  union,  this  proportion  of  the 
total  Workhouse  population  has  been  added  to  the  estimated  popu- 
lation of  the  district. 

I have  explained  in  previous  years  why  I have  altered  the 
headings  of  columns  5,  6,  7,  8,  and  columns  12  and  13  in  Table  1, 
owing  to  deaths  in  the  Workhouse  alone  being  more  than  all  the 
others  in  the  District,  and  the  union  having  a population  of  154, 
591  at  the  last  census. 

Infant  Death  Rate. — After  two  years  of  exceptionally 
low  death  rates,  last  year  I had  to  report  a very  heavy  rate,  (144.4) 
much  greater  than  we  had  in  recent  years,  and  it  turned  out  to  be 
much  greater  than  the  County  (Urban)  average,  and  that  of  7C  large 
towns  (both  126).  And  I feared  the  possibility  of  getting  into  the 
County  Medical  Officer’s  “Black  List”,  but  this  we  escaped  by  a 
very  considerable  margin.  This  year  we  are  down  again  (119.1) 
not  quite  so  good  as  in  the  record  years,  mentioned  above  and  not 
down  to  the  average,  but  less  than  all  other  rates  we  have  had  in  the 
last  ten  years  except  in  one  case  (118.1).  No  prevalent  cause  of 
death  obtained.  Of  the  total  of  45,  there  were  4 deaths  of  Whoop- 
ing Cough,  3 Measles,  and  1 enteritis.  There  were  none  of  Diarrhoea 
and  this  is  probably  due  to  the  very  wet  summer. 

I have  dealt  very  fully  in  previous  years  with  the  preventable 
causes  that  create  an  unhealthy  environment  for  the  infant,  how  they 
bring  to  bear. their  incidence  more  upon  infant  lives  than  any  class 
of  the  community,  and  how  a diminution  in  infant  mortality  is  the 
cleanest  index  attainable  of  the  success  of  preventative  measures. 

We  have  been  continuing  the  practice  of  distributing  the  cards 
“How  to  feed  baby”  to  those  who  apply  for  birth  certificate,  and  they 
are  sought  after  and  have  been  of  definite  value.  The  teaching  of 
Hygiene  in  your  schools  will  bear  rich  fruit  in  the  future,  though 
immediate  results  are  not  to  be  expected. 
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As  will  be  seen  in  Table  V.  there  are  no  uncertified  deaths  of 
infants,  and  16  illegitimate  births,  and  4 deaths  of  children  under 
1 who  were  illegitimate. 

Notification  of  Births  Act  190  7.— I have  pointed 
out  the  great  value  of  this  Act,  if  supplemented  by  adequate  machin- 
ery to  carry  out  the  intentions  of  the  Act.  For  it  to  be  of  any  value,  it 
is  necessary  for  the  District  to  have  the  services  of  a Health  Visitor. 
But  it  has  always  appeared  to  me  that  the  District  is  too  small  to 
monopolise  the  attentions  of  one  Health  Visitor.  My  suggestion  has 
been  from  the  first  for  your  District  to  join  with  another  District  or 
Districts  in  a Health  Visitor  for  the  joint  Districts,  or  for  the  County  to 
formulate  a scheme  somewhat  on  the  same  lines  as  that  of  the  Medical 
Inspection  of  Children.  No  such  schemes  have  so  far  been  forth- 
coming and  so  the  Act  has  not  been  adopted.  But  I should  hopefully 
look  to  the  County  for  a lead  in  this  matter. 

Medical  Inspection  of  School  Children. — This  is  part 
of  the  County  scheme  and  the  District  Medical  Officer  has  no  duties 
to  perform.  It  is  of  course  work  that  is  bound  to  have  a great  influ- 
ence in  removing  several  causes  of  ill  health  by  identifying 
unsuspected  disease  at  an  early  stage,  and  in  many  cases,  indicating 
how  the  causes  may  be  removed  and  the  disease  cured.  One  very 
useful  form  of  work  which  the  School  Inspector  has  done,  is  to  send 
me  information  about  cases  of  overcrowding,  which  have  come  to 
her  notice,  but  which  we  should  probably  not  have  known  of  otherwise 
In  these  cases  we  have  been  able  to  take  steps  to  remove  the  over- 
crowding. 

General  Death  Rate. — Though  the  infantile  death  rate  is 
this  year  low,  the  general  death  rate  (15.33)  is  rather  higher  than  in 
recent  years.  It  is  necessary  to  go  five  years  back  to  find  a higher 
death  rate,  but  it  is  still  distinctly  less  than  the  average  (18.23)  for 
the  last  ten  years.  Last  year  the  death  rate  was  13.15  against  the 
County  (Urban)  average  (15),  and  that  for  76  large  towns  (14.9) 

Birth  Rate. — This  was  practically  the  same  as  last  year,  and 
considerably  less  than  the  9 years  before  that,  and  a little  lower 
than  the  average  for  the  last  ten  years.  It  is  above  the  County 
(Urban)  average  for  last  year,  and  still  higher  than  that  for  the  76 
large  towns.  (See  appendix  Table  1) 

Zymotic  Death  Rate. — This  (2.98)  has  been  rather  heavy 
in  spite  of  the  great  freedom  we  have  enjoyed  from  notifiable  Disease. 
The  chief  mortality  has  been  : — - Measles,  15  arid  Whooping 
cough  11,  of  each  of  which  we  have  had  a considerable  epidemic. 
The  other  diseases  are  Diphtheria  4,  Influenza  1,  making  a total  of 
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31  being  at  a rate  of  2.57,  which  I expect  will  be  in  excess  of  the 
County  average  for  this  year,  though  Wolverhampton  (and  perhaps 
some  of  the  other  neighbouring  Districts)  had  a severer  and  more 
long-continued  epidemic  of  Measles  than  we  had,  and  also  a very 
considerable  mortality  from  that  disease. 

Scarlet  Fever. — Again  this  year  we  have  had  almost  complete 
immunity,  more  marked  even  than  last  year.  1 1 cases  have  been 
notified  in  all,  8 of  which  were  admitted  into  the  Fever  Hospital, 
giving  a percentage  isolation  of  72.7.  These  two  years  of 
comparative  immunity  are  partly  due  to  the  effectiveness  of  the 
isolation  in  1907,  when  we  had  the  great  epidemic  and  isolated 
90.5  % of  the  total  cases,  but  perhaps  was  also  due  to  using  up  the 
pabulum  capable  of  receiving  the  infection.  The  cases  were  all  of 
a mild  type,  and  there  were  no  complications. 

Isolation.  -Many  repairs  have  been  done  to  the  Hospital  this 
year.  Energetic  steps  have  been  taken  bv  the  Hospital  subcommitttee 
and  the  new  surveyor  to  bring  the  building  into  a state  of  thorough 
repair  and  also  to  effect  some  of  the  additions  and  improvements 
which  1 have  advocated  for  some  time.  The  roof  has  been  thorough- 
ly repaired  and  several  serious  defects  remedied.  Plans  are  being- 
prepared  for  a bath  room  with  oil  geyser,  and  improvements  in 
sanitary  conveniences.  Also  a complete  painting  of  the  building 
outside  and  some  parts  of  the  inside.  As  this  is  going  to  press  the 
painting  is  taking  place,  and  there  has  been  considerable  increase 
of  stores  and  improvement  in  internal  amenities. 

Disinfection. — Disinfection  of  dwellings  by  Mackenzie’s 
spray  in  the  most  approved  manner  is  systematically  carried  out. 
The  Thresh  apparatus  at  Wolverhampton  Fever  Hospital  is  used 
for  bedding  and  clothing  when  required. 


Diphtheria. — There  have  been  11  cases,  2 were  removed  to  the 
General  Hospital,  Wolverhampton,  and  4 cases  died.  The  Council 
keep  in  stock  at  the  Isolation  Hospital  10,000  units  of  Serum,  and 
also  two  prophylatic  doses,  and  also  a serum  syringe.  Any  doctor 
is  allowed  to  use  these  for  any  case  that  occurs  in  the  District, 
on  condition  that  he  returns  the  syringe  to  the  Hospital,  and  orders 
a fresh  supply  of  serum  forthwith.  If  the  Doctor  satisfies  the 
Council  that  the  patient  or  his  friends  are  unable  to  pay  for  the 
serum,  they  are  willing  to  pay  for  10,000  units  per  case.  Applica- 
tions should  be  made  to  the  Medical  Officer  or  Inspector.  This 
application  has  only  once  been  used  during  the  year. 
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Enteric  Fever. — There  have  been  5 eases,  8 of  which  have 
been  removed  to  the  General  Hospital, . Wolverhampton.  None 
have  died. 

Phthisis. — The  regulations  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
on  Notification  of  Tuberculosis  by  Poor  Law  Medical  Officers  and 
Workhouse  Medical  Officers  have  come  into  force  during  the  year, 
but  only  two  were  notified.  This  of  course  cannot  be  any  index  as 
to  the  prevalence  of  the  disease  in  the  district.  My  own  out-patient 
practice  at  Wolverhampton  General  Hospital,  shows  a larger 
number  of  Heath  Town  cases  than  this,  and  I am  afraid  it  will  only 
be  when  the  Notification  is  extended  to  all  cases  that  efficient  steps 
can  be  taken  to  disinfect  the  homes  of  the  patient,  and  give 
adequate  education  to  the  patient,  to  live  under  anti-tuberculosis 
conditions,  and  avoid  the  infection  of  others.  General  notification 
of  Tuberculosis  has  had  my  advocacy  in  my  reports  for  several 
years  past,  and  I hope  the  time  may  come  when  it  may  be  adopted 
in  your  District. 

Bacteriological  Examinations. — Practitioners  have  again 
not  availed  themselves  of  the  excellent  opportunities  offered  by  the 
County  Council  for  these  examinations,  for  the  confirmation  of 
Enteric  Fever,  Diphtheria,  and  Phthisis  cases.  In  one  case,  I was 
asked  by  the  attending  doctor  to  see  a case  with  him,  with  a view  to 
deciding  whether  it  was  a case  of  Enteric  or  not,  and  I sent  up  a 
specimen  of  blood,  for  Widal’s  re-action,  with  a positive  re-action, 
and  the  Resident  Medical  Officer  at  the  Hospital  sent  five  speci- 
mens, in  the  cases  of  Heath  Town  residents,  but  beyond  these  there 
have  been  no  specimens  sent  to  my  knowledge. 

General  Inspection. — I have  made  a systematic  inspection 
of  the  District.  The  District  has  suffered  a loss  in  the  death  of  the 
former  Inspector  and  Surveyor,  Mr.  E.  Giiffiths.  Owing  to  his 
longillnessand  the  interregnum  that  intervened  between  his  death  and 
the  appointment  of  the  new  Inspector,  the  work  of  Inspection  during 
those  periods  was  somewhat  curtailed,  and  much  of  my  inspection 
had  to  be  done  perforce  by  myself.  The  Council  have  been 
fortunate  in  securing  the  services  as  Inspector  of  Mr.  T .F.  Pickering, 
a very  experienced  and  efficient  officer,  who  possesses  among  others 
the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  and  Meat  Inspector’s  certificates  of  the 
Sanitary  Institute,  and  has  been  assistant  Inspector  in  Wolverham- 
pton, and  Inspector  for  the  Cannock  Rural  District.  During  the  few 
months  since  he  has  been  Inspector  ,he  has  gathered  up  the  threads 
of  the  service,  and  already  some  important  work  has  been  undertaken 
and  in  particular,  a back  yard  that  was  crowded  with  privies  and 
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washhouses,  in  delapidated  and  insanitary  condition,  this  yard  has 
"been  re-planned,  the  old  outhouses  swept  away,  and  waste  water 
closets,  and  washhouses  erected  close  to  the  boundary  of  the  yard, 
giving  much  greater  open  space,  and  free  ventilation  of  the  back  of 
the  houses.  'There  are  many  other  similar  yards,  that  would,  with  a 
very  little  judicious  expenditure,  make  quite  satisfactory  conditions, 
and  in  some  cases  we  hope  to  be  able  to  affect  changes  that  we  have 
been  pressing  for  years. 

Adopted  Acts. — In  October,  1908,  the  following  parts  of  the 
Public  Health  Act  Amendment  Act,  1907  were  adopted.  Articles 
1,  Part  2,  Part  3,  Part  4.  Sections  52  to  60,  62,  65  to  68  and  Part  4, 
Section  95.  No  action  has  yet  been  taken  under  this  Act. 

Excrement  and  Refuse  Disposal. — All  neAv  houses  are 
required  to  fit  water-closets  or  slop -closets,  but  it  is  mostly  the  latter 
that  are  used,  and  there  has  been  practically  no  difficulty  with  stop- 
page through  gross  or  wilful  carelessness,  or  fractures  of  the  pans. 
Nearly  all  the  old  houses  in  the  District  have  what  are  known  locally 
as  “ash  closets”.  That  is  a privy  of  limited  capacity,  with  concrete 
floor,  only  a short  depth  below  the  ground  level,  with  an  opening  at 
the  side,  with  sliding  door,  through  which  the  excreta  are  removed, 
and  into  the  closet  the  household  ashes  are  supposed  to  be  put.  The 
older  type  of  privv-midden  with  ashpit  attached  which  formerly 
abounded,  were  converted  into  these  ash-closets  many  years  ago  with 
very  few  exceptions.  The  system  works  fairly  well,  provided  abun- 
dance of  ashes  are  used,  but  it  frequently  happens,  (especially  in 
Summer)  that  ashes  are  not  used,  and  then  the  contents  become 
largely  liquid,  which  escape  at  the  doors  into  the  surrounding  yard 
and  the  closet  becomes  a great  nuisance  and  danger  to  health.  Hence 
except  with  the  best  and  most  careful  type  of  tenant,  they  can  never 
be  satisfactory.  The  ashpits  were  generally  demolished  when  these 
ash-closets  were  made,  but  in  many  cases  garbage  is  still  deposited 
at  selected  spots  in  the  yard  and  often  spread  abroad  in  the  most 
reprehensible  manner. 

The  excrement  and  house  refuse  is  removed  by  the  Council’s 
scavenger’s  and  is  done  fortnightly.  The  method  is  to  shovel  the 
contents  of  the  privy  and  the.  garbage  into  a barrow,  and  wheel  it 
into  the  street,  where  its  contents  are  tipped  on  to  the  surface  of  the 
street.  Similar  piles  are  made  opposite  each  entry,  and  later  trans- 
ferred to  a cart.  The  latter  are  of  the  ordinary  contractor’s  type,  and 
there  is  no  provision  against  leakage,  which  often  takes  place  freely. 
I have  often  pointed  out  the  objections  to  and  even  danger  involved 
in  this  practice  and  the  County  Medical  Officer  has  inspected  the  practice 
in  operation  and  submitted  a special  report,  which  I included  in  my 
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report  at  the  time.  The  chief  points  advocated  were  : — the  use  of 
a galvanised  bin  mounted  on  a trolley  which  can  be  lifted  off  and 
emptied  directly  into  a cart,  (2)  the  use  of  revolving  tipping  carts, 
(3)  weekly  instead  of  fortnightly  scavenging,  (4)  a general  scheme 
of  substitution  of  the  water  carriage  system. 

The  first  three  proposals  might  very  readily  be  adopted  as  a 
preliminary  over  the  whole  affected  part  of  the  District,  but  with  the 
adoption  of  the  Public  Health  Amendment  Act  1907,  powers  are 
given  to  your  Council  with  all  these  privies,  and  to  cause  them  to 
be  converted  into  water-closets  or  slop-closets,  and  I strongly  advise 
that  full  use  should  be  made  of  these  powers  where  the  privies  are 
kept  in  bad  condition  or  are  a nuisance.  The  length  of  time  that 
has  elapsed  since  the  Council  caused  the  large  privies  to  be  altered 
into  the  present  type,  has  been  sufficient  to  prevent  a further  inter- 
ference on  the  part  of  the  Council  being  an  injustice. 

There  are  about  four  of  the  old  middens  with  large  subterranean 
vaults  still  left  and  difficulties  have  presented  themselves  in  getting 
them  converted,  but  with  the  advent  of  the  1907  Act,  there  ought  to 
be  no  difficulty  in  getting  them  replaced  by  water  or  slop-closets. 

Sewerage  River  Pollution.-  The  district  is  traversed  by 
a watershed  running  close  to  the  line  of  the  canal  and  the  western 
Boundary  fault  of  the  South  Staffordshire  Coalfield,  which  while  it 
does  not  form  any  conspicuous  physical  feature  in  the  landscape, 
effectually  sends  its  north  western  waters  into  the  basin  of  the  Severn 
and  sends  its  south  eastern  waters  into  the  basin  of  the  Tame.  It 
has  been  therefore  necessary  to  construct  two  sewerage  systems. 
That  on  the  N.W.  drains  Heath  Town  proper  and  Park  Village  and 
is  carried  to  the  outfall  at  Coven  Heath,  three  miles  away,  where  it 
is  disposed  of  by  precipitation  tanks  and  broad  irrigation.  The 
final  effluent  being  into  the  tributary  of  the  Penk.  The  effluent 
whenever  taken  has  been  found  to  be  very  satsfaetory.  There  is 
also  a storm  water  filtration  tank.  When  however  the  resources  of 
the  broad  irrigation  have  been  exhausted,  it  woidd  be  far  preferable 
to  have  septic  tanks  instead  of  acquiring  new  land.  Moseley  Village 
on  the  other  side  of  the  watershed  has  its  own  system,  and  the 
outfall  is  close  to  the  village,  where  the  treatment  is  tank  sediment- 
ation, and  broad  irrigation. 

The  Wednesfield  brook  has  been  a source  of  considerable 
trouble  in  the  past.  It  used  to  receive  the  drainage  of  several 
houses  in  Wednesfield  and  threatened  the  purity  of  the  Smestow 
Brook  which  it  enters.  I have  frequently  referred  to  this  source 
of  danger  and  now  I am  glad  to  report  that  the  Wednesfield  Council 
have  brought  up  their  sewer,  and  now  all  of  the  houses  are 
connected. 
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Sewerage. — The  houses  in  the  central  part  of  Deans  Rd. 
I have  frequently  referred  to.  They  are  still  unconnected  to  the  sew- 
er, and  during  the  year  the  drainage  has  again  been  most  unsatis- 
factory. A sewer  to  them  was  included  in  the  original  plans,  and 
there  should  be  no  difficulty  with  the  fall  in  the  case  of  the  major- 
ity of  the  houses.  It  is  roughly  a square  patch  in  shape,  on  one  side 
of  the  road  about  3^  acres  in  area,  the  houses  numbering  about  thirty 
scattered  about  irregularly,  and  of  low  ratable  value.  The  distance 
from  the  nearest  sewer  .to  the  nearest  house  is  1,100  feet,  and  to  the 
furthest  house,  1900  feet.  In  most  cases  the  drainage  has  to  find 
its  own  foul  way  where  it  can,  and  often  the  drains  are  blocked,  and 
the  yards  contain  large  pools  of  drainage,  or  the  cesspits  fill  up  or 
leak.  I still  urgently  advocate  the  connection  to  the  sewer  as  the 
most  fitting  solution.  But  if  on  grounds  of  the  relation  of  the  cost 
to  the  rateable  value,  this  is  found  impracticable,  the  owners 
should  be  required  to  make  adequate  provision  in  every  case.  I do 
not  think  that  this  question  should  be  delayed. 

There  are  houses  near  the  Barnfield  Farm  in  Deans  Rd.,  also 
nnd rained,  they  are  9 in  number,  and  somewhat  awkwardly  placed  in 
relation  to  sewers,  but  do  not  call  urgently  for  connection,  but  two 
of  them  have  been  causing  some  trouble  through  not  having  the 
cesspits  emptied,  but  this  has  been  stopped  and  is  not  likely  to  recur. 

The  houses  at  the  east  end  of  Willenhall  Rd.,  have  been  well 
supplied  with  suitable  dumbwells,  and  are  not  making  any  trouble. 

Housing. — There  are  still  a large  number  of  houses  in  the 
district  unfit  for  human  habitation.  I have  reported  adversely  on 
several  of  these  during  the  year,  but  in  many  cases  mitigating 
circumstances  have  been  found,  and  so  far  no  closing  order  has 
been  made.  In  many  cases  structual  alterations  have  been 
ordered,  but  in  very  few  cases  have  they  been  carried  out.  In  no 
case  has  a case  been  taken  before  the  Magictrate  during  the  year, 
and  I believe  that  a few  test  cases  would  have  a wholesome  effect. 
The  wisdom  of  the  policy  of  delay  has  rather  impressed  itself  upon 
some  owners.  No  action  under  Parts  I,  II,  or  111,  of  the  Housing 
of  the  working  classes  have  been  taken,  but  in  some  cases  such 
action  is  needed  and  I believe  your  Council  will  shortly  take  such 
steps  in  some  of  them  and  in  one  case  action  is  being  taken  under  the 
Towns  Housing  Act.  In  many  cases  houses  are  huddled  together 
and  a few  are  back  to  back,  but  they  are  not  crowded  together  in 
very  dense  masses  without  any  open  space  for  100  yards  or  more 
away  but  still  the  local  congestion  is  very  great  and  ought  to  be 
relieved. 
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Moseley  Village  for  instance  is  a small  area  surrounded  on  all 
sides  by  open  country  extending  for  miles,  but  it  is  in  parts  densely 
crowded,  and  thu  large  open  space  outside  is  very  little  material 
mitigation  for  the  overcrowding  in  the  central  parts  of  this  block. 

Supervision  of  erection  of  all  new  houses  is  carefully  carried 
out  under  the  present  Inspector,  the  byelaws  as  to  cubic  space,  and 
open  space  behind  are  adhered  to  and  the  drains  tested  by  the 
hydraulic  test. 

Garden  Surburb. — The  work  in  this  area  has  progressed 
during  the  the  year.  The  number  of  houses  in  the  Suburb  are  now 
42,  and  there  are  other  houses  adjacent,  built  or  building  amounting 
to  12.  The  amenities  of  the  District  are  very  considerable,  but 
there  is  still  the  difficulty,  that  aesthetic  design  cost  more  than  a 
plain  one,  and  for  persons  with  a limited  income,  the  beauty  of 
design  means  less  cubic  space  for  the  same  rent,  and  they  often 
have  to  choose  between  a very  contracted  pretty  house,  or  a com- 
paritively  spacious  but  plain  one,  and  where  the  cubic  space  is 
within  the  healthy  minimum,  in  the  former,  the  latter  should 
generally  be  chosen,  but  otherwise  the  former  by  its  aesthetic 
design  would  more  than  compensate  in  many  ways  for  its  rather 
narrower  space.  The  large  works  I described  last  year,  and  some 
of  the  dwellings  mentioned  above  have  been  erected  specially  for 
the  workmen  employed  there. 

Town  Planning  Act. — This  Act  passed  last  year  will  give 
great  opportunities  for  developing  future  extensions  of  the  town  on 
right  lines.  Last  year  I pointed  out  some  ways  in  which  the  future 
developement  of  the  town  might  be  planned  before  the  actual  streets 
were  laid  out.  This  has  already  been  done  in  the  Garden  Suburb, 
where  the  land  was  originally  in  the  hands  of  one  owner.  Under 
the  Act  the  same  principle  will  be  applicable  to  other  areas  owned 
by  many  landlords. 

Water  Supply. — This  is  supplied  by  Wolverhampton  Corpor- 
ation, from  the  Pumping  Station  at  Cosford  and  shortly  from  the 
new  supplementary  boring  at  Tettenhall.  There  are  still  a few 
pumps  left,  but  some  of  these  have  been  analysed  and  found  unfit 
for  human  consumption,  and  closed  during  the  year. 

Slaughterhouses— Meat  Inspection. — These  have  been, 
regularly  visited  while  slaughtering  is  being  carried  out.  Since  the 
installation  of  the  present  Inspector,  he  has  pointed  out  that  the 
Slaughter  Houses  have  been  only  registered,  and  not  licensed,  and 
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many  persons  have  made  the  necessary  application.  Most  of  the 
slaughter  houses  are  in  a satisfactory  condition  some  have  glazed 
titles  and  excellent  floors  but  others  have  more  primitive  conditions. 

One  pig  has  been  seized  during  the  year,  being  found  to  be  in 
an  advanced  stage  of  decomposition.  No  carcase  has  been  condemn- 
ed for  tuberculosis. 

Factories  and  Workshops.  I have  not  made  a complete 
inspection  of  all  of  these  this  year,  as  I thoroughly  inspected  them 
all  last  year.  I have  still  to  report  that  the  two  large  works  referred 
to  last  year  have  not  done  anything  to  replace  the  offensive  latrines, 
which  are  the  only  conveniences  the  men  have  recourse  to.  Slack- 
ness of  trade  has  been  reason  for  not  complying  with  the  Council’s 
instructions. 

Offensive  Trade. — That  which  I have  reported  in  previous 
years  does  not  seem  to  have  caused  much  trouble  this  year,  no  com- 
plaints have  reached  us.  Formerly  gut-scraping  was  carried  on 
there,  but  recently  no  actual  scraping  off  of  the  mucous  membrane 
has  been  observed,  the  only  apparent  occupation  being  the  receiv- 
ing of  the  guts,  trimming  off  the  messenteric  fat,  salting  and  send- 
ing off. 

Bakehouses.  These  are  satisfactory,  and  are  much  better 
kept  both  as  to  structure  and  cleanliness. 

Dairies. — Some  of  these  are  excellent,  and  the  milch  cows  in 
excellent  condition.  Others  are  not  so  satisfactory,  but  no  very  gross 
defects  have  been  noted.  The  new  model  byelaws  are  now  in  effect, 
but  a little  more  time  will  be  allowed  before  the  enforcement  of 
regulations. 

Milk  and  Foods  Inspection. — This  is  not  undertaken  by 
the  Council’s  officers  but  by  the  County  inspector. 

Reafforestation. — During  the  year,  an  offer  was  made  on 
special  terms  to  an  officer  of  the  Wolverhampton  branch  of  the  Mid- 
land Reafforestation  Association  of  a large  tract  of  spoilt  bank  land  in 
the  District  for  the  purpose  of  reafforestation.  The  Association  was 
not  able  to  purchase  it,  and  invited  the  Board  of  Agriculture  to  pur- 
chase or  assist  with  a loan,  but  they  were  not  able  to  that  time  to 
make  any  such  expenditure.  The  offer  was  then  handed  on  to  the 
Council,  but  you  were  not  able  to  effect  the  purchase.  It  was  unfor- 
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tunate  that  no  means  could  be  obtained  for  securing  the  land  for  this 
purpose.  The  previous  owner  had  himself  planted  an  adjacent  plot, 
and  was  actually  arranging  with  the  Association  to  plant  the  mounds 
on  this  land,  but  his  death  occurred  in  the  midst  of  the  negotiations. 
Possibly  the  offer  may  hold  good  if  during  this  year  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  will  be  able  to  afford  the  requisite  assistance.  This  addi- 
tion would  when  developed  make  a pleasant  spot  out  of  ugly  mounds  and 
in  latter  years  would  be  a considerable  asset  to  the  sanitary  condition 
of  the  air. 

J.  ALFRED  CODD,  M.D.,  B.Sc.  (Lond.) 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


. 
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TABLES. 

I. 

II. 

Institutions  within  the 
Districts  receiving  sick 
and  infirm  persons  from 
outside  the  District. 

Institutions  outside  the 
District  receiving  sick  and 
infirm  persons  from  the 
District. 

Wolverhampton  Union 
Workhouse  (in  part). 

Wolverhampton 
General  Hospital. 

III. 

Other  Institutions,  the 
deaths  in  which  have  been 
distributed  among  the 
several  localities  in  the 
District. 


Nil. 


Is  the  Union  Workhouse  within  your  District?  (Yes  in  part ). 


TABLE  I. — Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1909  and  previous  Years. 
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TABLE  II. 

Vital  Statistics  of  Separate  Localities  in  1909,  and 
previous  years. 

There  are  no  separate  Localities  of  known  population  in  the 
District. 
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TABLE  III. 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during 
the  Year  1909. 


Cases  Notified  in  Whole  2 

District.  a, 

•n  in 


Notifiable  Disease. 

At  all  Ages. 

Under  1. 

1 to  5. 

£ Y? 

0 I 2 

Z,  ip 

25  to  65 

and  upwards. 

Total  Cast 

removed  to  He 

Diptheria  (including  Membranous 

11 

5 

5 1 

2* 

Croup) 

Erysipelas  ... 

7 

1 

1 

5 

3 

Scarlet  Fever 

[ ( 

6 2 

1 

8 

Enteric  Fever 

5 

3 1 1 

1 

3* 

Tuberculosis 

2 

2 

'Totals  ... 

36  1 

8 

15  4 

8 

T3 

Isolation  Hospital,  Heath  Town  (Scarlet  Fever). 

Total  available  beds  ...  11 

Number  of  Diseases  that  can  be  concurrently  treated  ...  i 

’^General  Hospital,  Wolverhampton  (Diphtheria  and  Enteric  Fever). 
South  Staffordshire  Joint  Hospital  (Small  Pox). 


SCARLET  FEVER. 

Percentage  Isolation  for  8 years  before  1905  ...  ...  37.51 

» during  1905  ...  ...  ...  733 

» 1900  ...  ...  ...  96- 

»»  » r9°7  ...  ...  ■.  9°-5 

,,  ,,  1908  ...  ...  ...  £>5  5 

» l9°9  •••  ...  ...  • 72.7 


TABLE  IV. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  yea? 


1909. 


Causes  of  Death. 


branous 


Small  Pox 
Measles 
Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  Cough 
Diphtheria  (including  Mem 
Croup) 

Croup  ... 

C Typhus  ... 

Fever  < Enteric  ... 

(.  Other  continued 
Epidemic  Influenza 
Cholera  ... 

Plague  ... 

Diarrhoea 
Enteritis 
Puerperal  Fever 
Erysipelas 

Other  Septic  Diseases 
Phthisis  (Pulmonary  Tuberculosis) 
Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 
Cancer  (malignant  disease) 

Bronchitis  and  Broncho-pneumonia 
Pneumonia  (acute) 

Pleurisy 

Other  diseases  of  Respiratory  Organs 
Alcoholism 
Cirrhosis  of  Liver 
Venereal  Diseases 
Premature  Birth 
Diseases  and  Accidents  of  Parturition 
Heart  Diseases 
Accidents 
Suicides... 

Diseases  of  Nervous  System 
Mind 

.,  Kidney 
Senility... 

All  other  causes  ... 


All  Causes 


Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages 
of  “Residents”  whether  occurring 
in  or  bevond  the  Distrct. 


All  Ages. 

Under  1 year 

r and  under  5. 

5 and  under  15. 

A 

N 

<U 

T 

c 

c 

^3 

C 

ce 

LO 

VO 

c 

a 

i-n 

M 

65  and  upwards. 

15 

3 

1 1 

1 

11 

4 

7 

4 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 
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2 
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4 

10 

1 

8 

1 

22 

7 

1 

5 

9 

26  1 

2 1 

8 

1 

12 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 

2 

7 

7 

1 

1 

17 

10  1 

7 

4 

1 

2 

1 

14 

6 

8 

2 

1 

1 

14 

1 

* 3 

23 

11 
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2 

I 

1 

3 

190 

OC 

36 

4 

3 

61 

37 

v c z. 
-COT 

Sfc  «£ 


Q = 


o i 
H & 


y 

31 

2 

14 

24 

4 


15 

3 

3 

20 

/ 

<s 

*5 
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In  recording  the  facts  under  the  various  headings  of  Tables  I.,  II.,  III.,  IV.  and  V.,  atten- 
tion has  been  given  to  the  notes  on  the  Tables,  supplied  by  the  Local  Government  Hoard  on  the 
back  of  Table  IV.  (bnt  which  are  not  here  reprinted). 

January,  1910.  J.  ALFRED  CODD,  Medical  Officer  of  Health- 


in  the  District 


iv.  ii.  i.  Common  All 

Tuberculosis  ii i.  Wasting  Diarrhceal  Infectious  Cases 

Other  Causes.  Diseases.  Diseases.  Diseases.  Diseases. 


TABLE  V. 

Infantile  Mortality  during  the  Year  1909. 

Deaths  from  stated  Causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under 


One  Year  of  Age. 
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Cause  oi  Death. 
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Year. 

Certified 

12 

3 

2 

17 

I 

4 

4 

I 

2 

I 

3 

2 

1 

2 

45 

Uncertified 

1 

0 

Small-pox 
( Chicken-pox  .. 

J Measles 
\ Scarlet  Fever... 

I 

I 

1 

3 

I Diphtheria  : Croup 
^ Whooping  Cough 

1 

1 

2 

4 

/"Diarrhoea,  all  forms 

I Enteritis  Muco-enter-| 

1 

/ itis,  Gastso-enteritis  j 

1 

• j Gastritis,  Gastro-  | 

1 V intestinal  Catarrh  ( 

1 

I 

2 

("Premature  Birth 

6 

1 

7 

7 

. -]  Congenital  Defects 
> ( Injury  at  Birth 

1 

j 

1 

1 

] /"  Want  of  Breast  Milk  ^ 

! \ Starvation  ) 

1 ) Atrophy,  Debility, 

4 

1 

5 

1 

1 

7 

Marasmus  j 

^ Tuberculous  Meningitis 
j j Tuberculous  ^ 

j J Peritonitis  : > 

| j Tabes  Mesenterica  ...  ) 
j 1 Other  Tuberculous 

Diseases  J 

1 

^Erysipeias 

I Syphiiis 
; J Rickets 
: I Meningitis 

1 

1 

I 

2 

1 (not  Tuberculous)  | 

1 

1 

I 

1 

I 

5 

1 Convulsions  ...  J 

! ^Bronchitis  and  | 

; j Broncho-Pneumonia  j 

2 

2 

2 

3 

7 

1 J Laryngitis 
| Pneumonia 

1 

1 

2 

1 Suffocation,  overlying  ... 
Other  Causes... 

1 

1 

2 

I 

I 

4 

12 

_3 

_2 

117 

1 

4 4 

-I 

I 

1 

2 I 

1 

3 

2 

! 1 

' 2 

45 

Population  (estimated  to  middle  of  1909),  11707. 

Births  in  the  year,  legitimate  358,  illegitimate  16. 

Deaths  in  the  year  of  legitimate  infants,  41,  illegitimate  infants,  4. 
Deaths  from  all  causes  at  all  ages,  45. 
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SUMMARY  of  SANITARY  WORK  done  in  the  Inspector  of 
Nuisances  Department  during  the  Year  1909,  in  the  Urban 
District  of  Heath  Town. 


Inspection 

and 

Observations 

Made 

Formal 
Notices  by 
Authority 

Nuisances 
abated  after 
Notice. 

Foul  Conditions  ...  ...'' 

Dwelling 
Houses  , 

Structural  Defects 

222  ) 

85 

83 

and 

Schools. 

Overcrowding 

. 

Unfit  for  Habitation  ... 

J 

Lodging  Houses 

1 

*9 

IO 

IO 

Dairies  and  Milkshops... 

II 

I 

I 

Cowsheds 

II 

2 

9 

I 

Bakehouses 

1 1 

Slaughter-houses 

234 

2 

2 

1 

Canal  Boats  ... 

Ashpits  and  Privies 

no 

2 

82 

Deposits  of  Refuse  and  Manure  ... 

12 

9 

9 

Water  Closets... 

Included 

in 

l9 

I 

/'Defective  Traps  ...  \ 

I90 

above 

Notices 

81 

House  J 
Drainage  ^ 

No  Disconnections 

> 

28 

1 

l Other  Faults  ..  ...  J 

2 

47 

Water  Supply... 

IO 

4 

5 

Pigsties 

20 

10 

10 

Animals  improperly  kept 

l6 

17 

16 

Offensive  Trades 

4 

Smoke  Nuisances 

Other  Nuisances 

190 

2 

160 

Totals 

1 060 

146 

564 

SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  WORK  DOX E- (continued). 


Unwholesome  Food — 

Number  of  Seizures 

1 

Condemned  by  Magistrate 

1 

Prosecutions  for  Exposing  for  Sale  . 

1 

Convictions  ditto  ditto 

Food  and  Drugs  Act — 

Samples  taken  for  Analysis 

Number  found  Adulterated,  &c. 

Proceedings  taken 

Number  of  Convictions 

Samples  of  Water  taken  for  Analysis 

1 

,,  ,,  Condemned  as  unfit  for  use 

I 

Precautions  against  Infectious  Disease. 

Lots  of  Infected  Bedding  Disinfected  or  Destroyed  ... 

Houses  disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease 

2 " 

Schools  ditto  ditto  ditto 

Prosecutions  for  not  notifying  existence  of  Infectious  Disease 

Convictions  ditto  ditto  ditto 

Prosecutions  for  exposure  of  Infected  Persons  or  things 

Convictions  ditto  ditto  ditto 

(Signed)  T.  F.  PICKERING, 

Inspector  of  St:  . c . 


January,  1910. 


’ 


, 


Factories,  Workshops,  Laundries,  Workplaces  and  Homework. 


z 


(Excluding  offences  relating  to  outwork  which  are  included 
in  Part  3 of  this  Report). 


